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A RECORD OF THE COMMON PLANIC.ALE AT 
MYORA SPRINGS: THE FIRST DASYURID FROM 
NORTH STRADBROKE ISLAND. Memoirs of the 
Queensland Museum .13(1): 54. 1993:- A Common Plamgale 
i Plcnti gale moculala) was caplured al Myora Springs 
1 153'’25’E, 27“29'S). North Stradhroke Island on February 11, 
1993 The animal was trapped during a survey by Griffith 
University staff and third-year sludents. conducted as part ut 
a ‘field ecology' course. The trapping effort at Myora Springs 
consisted of four pitfall traps (20 litre buckets e.38cm deep 
and 30cm diameter), each situated half-way along a 2(>ni drift 
fence, as well as 40 small Elliott traps, all of which were set 
over four nights during February 9-12. 1993. The planigalc 
was caught in one of tile pitfall traps. 

The Myora Springs region lies on the western edge of North 
Stradhroke Island, where Capembah Creek drains into the 
ocean. In this area there is a complex mixture of plant com¬ 
munities. including rainforest. Meluleuiui ipiiiupivnervia for¬ 
est and woodland, sedgelund, eucalypt forest and woodland, 
and disturbed areas The habitat in which the traps were set 
was nnipped hy Coutls 11992) as partly disturbed c losed torest, 
incorporating patches of simple notophyll vine forest domi¬ 
nated in pail by Melicope rllervuntt with Eucalyptus robusiu 
emergent* nnd in part by Calliins colutnellans with Eueatyp- 
rus spp. emergents; grading on its southern ode into an open 
forest dominated by Meluleucu <iuUnjuenervi<t with Eucalyp¬ 
tus robusia emergents, and on the eusicrn side into open forest 
doiniimled by E. piluluris. The area of closed forest is not 
much more than one hectare bui is the only areaol notophyll 
vine forest on North Slradbruke Island iKikkawa, 1975). 

The trapped specimen was a young male llesles clearly 
• isiblc alriiough not very targe), of weight fi.Og, head and body 
length 59mm and lad lengih 48mm After being caught it wav 
retained in captlv uy tor three days, during which period it was 
taken to the Queensland Museum where its identity wax 
confirmed (S\ Van Dyck) and il was photographed It w as then 
released cm S trad broke Island at ihe point of capture. 

This specimen is significant because il is ibe firsi recoid of 
ihe family Dasyundae from Nonh Stradhroke Island. Iliree 
dasyunds t Amechinus flavlpes. Snunthopsis murinu and 
Plamgale maatlala) have been recorded from Fraser Island 
(Van Dyck, 1991), but none Irttm either North Slradbntke or 
Morclon Islands, in spite of extensive survey effort on North 
Stradhroke Island (Martin. 1935: Barry A Campbell, 1977; 
Van Dyck. 199) ), Pltinigale mi uulata was, however, re¬ 
corded sometime ago 1 1960) from nearby Russell Island (Van 
Dyck. 1983). 

The present new record may be u consequence Of using 
pitfall traps for sampling. Trapping with bailed Elliott traps 
during the past ten years al Myora Springs during annual 
Griffith University field excursions (Typically with 50-100 
naps set ovei three nights each year) has usually yielded high 
capture rates of Melomys species i M, burton] or M cen- 
wipes), moderate capture tales of Rattus lulrt'olux, and occa¬ 
sional captures of Isomlon nlacrourus . In 1993, Mux muse ulus 
was also captured in the area for ihe firsi lime, probably a 


consequence of recent residential development nearby. Pitfall 
traps were set for Ihe first lime in 1993, and tour pitfalls set 
over four nights caught one Planigule maculula and two 
juvenile Melomys sp. 

Ihe absence or relative scarcity of daxyurid marsupials on 
Ihe large sand islands of Moretnn Bay is a puzzling hio- 
gcographical pauern ( see Barry & Cjmpbcll, 1977). The lack 
of dasyunds from these islands cannot be simply a conse¬ 
quence of lack of appropriate sampling, since Antechima spp.. 
if present, should have been caught using conventional bailed 
traps. The distribution of habitat may also be a contributing 
factor: Stradhroke and Moreton Islands are dominated by 
•Try" sclerophyll and lieathland communities on soils very low 
in nutrients fsee for example Clifford & Spccht, 1979), 
whereas Fraser Island supports large areas of the moistci 
forest types. Frequent fires on North Stradhroke Island have 
probably also influenced the habitat available to dasyurids 
iMamn, 19751. Further pitfall sampling in other parts of North 
Stradhroke Island would be required to determine whether P 
nmculota occurs throughout Ihe island, ot is localised within 
particular areas such as Myora Springs. 

Acknowledgements 

Thanks in Steve Van Dyck (Queensland Museum) for 
suggestions and encouragement and to all the staff and stu¬ 
dents of die 1993 Grin'll!' University Field Ecology’ course, 
m particular Nick Cilento. Jane Hughes and Stuart Bunn 

Literature cited 

Barry. D.H. & Campbell. PR. 1977, A survey nfihe mamma lx 
and herptiles of Fraser Island, with comments on the 
Cootooln Peninsula, North Stradhroke. Moreton and 
Bnbie Islands. Pp 147 177 In Laucr, P.K. led.), ‘Fraser 
Island’ Occasional Papers in Anthropology No. 8., An¬ 
thropology Museum, University of Queensland. 

Clifford, H.T & Spccht, R.L. 1979 ’The vegetation of North 
Stradhroke Island, Queensland’ (University of Queens 
laml Press, St Lucia) 

Cnutls. R.H. 1992. Vegetation Map and Plant Species Re¬ 
cords for |he Myora Springs Region North Stradhroke 
Island’. (Unpublished working document. Faculty of En¬ 
vironmental Sciences. Griffith University, Nathan). 
Kikkawa, I 1976 A place for (and vertebrates. Proceedings 
of iho Royal Society of Queensland 86 47 -48. 

Martin, J H D. 1975. A list of mammals from Stradhroke 
Island. Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland 
86: 73-76 

Van Dyck, S |9 k) Dasyunds Pp 27-32 In Davies, W led.j, 
Wildlife of the Brisbane area (Jacarnnda Press Bris¬ 
bane). 

1991. The mammal records. Pp. 284-336. In Ingram, G.J & 

Raven R.) (edx), An atlas of Queensland frogs, reptiles, 
birds &. mammals . (Queensland Museum. Brisbane). 

C.P. Callerall, Faculty of Environmental Sciences , 
Griffith University, Nathan. Queensland 4111. 
Australia: 26 February. J 99.?. 



